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ARRANGEMENT FOR INSERTION OF
IMPLANTS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to an arrangement for insertion of
implants, in particular dental implants.

Such an arrangement having an implant with a male thread
is known from DE 94 17 182 U1. The implant is embodied as
adental implant and includes a receiving opening that extends
apically from the coronal end area and that is for a pin of an
attachment part that can be connected to the implant after it
has been inserted into a bone, in particular a jaw bone. The
receiving opening includes a conical interior surface that
opens towards the coronal end and apically adjacent a first
indexing element in the form of a polygonal receiving ele-
ment and a threaded bore. Analogously, the pin of the attach-
ment part includes a conical exterior surface and a second
indexing element in the form of a polygonal element that can
be inserted into the polygonal receiving element in the
implant. Provided for connecting the attachment part to the
implant is a tension or retaining screw that passes through a
through-hole in the attachment part and can be screwed into
the threaded bore of the implant by means of a male thread.
Provided for inserting the implant into the bone is a tool
having a polygonal element that conforms to the polygonal
receiving element in the implant and can be inserted therein.
The torque for inserting the implant is transferred only via the
polygonal receiving element and consequently during inser-
tion or screwing-in there is a risk that the polygonal receiving
element of the implant that is embodied as the indexing ele-
ment will be damaged and thus the proper connection of the
attachment part to the implant, and above all the exact orien-
tation of the attachment part with respect to the implant in a
pre-defined rotational angle position, is called into question.
The first indexing element is disposed in an area in which the
implant does not have any external thread. The male thread is
arranged spaced apart from the indexing element in the axial
direction, and it extends approximately from the center of the
longitudinal extension of the implant to its apical end. Since
the aforesaid indexing element is then provided axially adja-
cent to the conical interior surface of the implant, the conical
interior surface of the implant body extends only across a
portion of'its entire length so that for the conical connection to
the attachment part only a very small or axially short connect-
ing surface is available, there being a comparatively large
takeout angle for the aforesaid conical surfaces.

Furthermore, known from EP 0 707 835 B1 is a dental
implant with a central receiving opening that has a conical
interior surface that opens toward the coronal end and in the
interior end region has a female thread for anchoring a tension
screw. It is possible to insert into the receiving opening a pin
of an attachment part, the tension screw passing through the
through-hole thereof, the through-hole being provided, in a
head area of the attachment part that faces the oral cavity, an
extension for receiving a head of the tension screw. The
aforesaid pin of the attachment part includes an exterior sur-
face that conforms to the conical interior surface of the receiv-
ing opening. The conical interior surface of the receiving
opening and the conical exterior surface of the pin are embod-
ied such that there is a self-locking conical connection
between the implant and the attachment part connected by
means of the tension screw. This form-fit and press-fit conical
connection provides the attachment part continuous anti-ro-
tational resistance against the high loads with regard to the
implant. For placing the implant in the jawbone, the implant
has, in its coronal region or the coronal end surface, engaging
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elements for a tool, such as for instance slits that open in the
occlusal direction for a screwdriver. The attachment part can
be positioned in a stepless manner relative to the implant in
terms of the longitudinal axis in any desired rotational angle
position, special measures for conforming transfer or orien-
tation of the attachment part with respect to the implant being
necessary in particular in the dental laboratory and/or when
the impression is taken that is necessary for preparing a super-
structure.

Moreover, known from DE 10 2005 005 402 A1 is a dental
implant containing an implant body having a central receiv-
ing opening, an attachment part that has a pin that engages in
the aforesaid receiving opening, and a tension screw that
passes through a through-hole in the attachment part and that
after the implant body has been inserted is screwed into a
female thread in the receiving opening. So that it can be
inserted in a jawbone, the implant body has placement ele-
ments in the region of its coronal end, whereby the screwing
tool can be embodied for instance as a screwdriver and the
placement elements can be embodied as slits for the tool that
can engage with them. After the implant body has been
inserted, the attachment part is connected to it, the rotational
position of the attachment being determined relative to the
implant body by means of indexing elements that are pro-
vided in the receiving opening of the implant body and on the
pin of the attachment part.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The underlying object of the invention is to further refine a
dental implant such that the implant can be inserted in a
simple manner that also assures function. It should be simple
to produce the arrangement and it should also be possible to
employ the arrangement even for very small filigree implants,
such as for instance so-called mini-implants. Reliable inser-
tion should be possible while damage to the indexing element
is prevented. Moreover, the indexing should be very precise
and/or damages and/or overloads should be prevented.

The proposed arrangement is distinguished by a function-
ally appropriate design, the torque being at least partially
transmitted via the self-locking conical connection between
the screwing tool and the implant during insertion thereof.
The exterior conical surface of the pin that engages in the
receiving opening and the conical interior surface of the
implant conform to one another such that a pre-defined por-
tion of the torque to be introduced is transferred via the
adjacent conical surfaces of the screwing tool and the implant
onto the implant. Usefully, only a pre-definable partial region
of' the entire conical interior surface of the implant is used for
transferring torque. This partial region is advantageously pro-
vided in the part of the conical interior surface that is adjacent
to the coronal end of the implant. To this end, the takeout
angle for the conical exterior surface of the screwing tool is
slightly larger than the takeout angle of the conical interior
surface of the implant, specifically such that at the aforesaid
partial region the aforesaid conical surfaces in the apical
direction are practically no longer adjacent to one another
and/or do not contribute to transferring torque. Alternatively,
the conical part of the pin, if the latter engages in the receiving
opening, can be shorter than the total length of the conical
interior surface, the takeout angles of the adjacent conical
surfaces being essentially identical. Finally, in accordance
with the invention the takeout angle of the conical exterior
surface of the screwing tool can be slightly smaller than the
takeout angle of the conical interior surface so that the partial
region of the support is preferably spaced apart from the
coronal end surface of the implant. Thus there is a pre-defin-
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able or adjustable portion of the torque transmission provided
by varying the clamping surface in the aforesaid partial region
or its size, the remainder of the conical interior surface of the
implant remaining free or unclamped with the screwing tool
or its exterior conical surface. The remainder of the torque to
be applied is usefully absorbed by other elements, in particu-
lar by means of mutually engaging indexing elements for the
screwing tool and the implant or by means of jamming or
running up a corresponding stop face for the screwing tool on
the upper edge or coronal end surface of the implant or by
means of jamming or clamping the screwing tool with the
implant by means of a screw thread.

The screwing tool is connected to the implant at the plant
and/or pre-tensioned in a defined manner, specifically by
means of a tension screw that passes through a through-hole
in the screwing tool and that with a thread is screwed into a
female thread arranged in the receiving opening of the
implant. The screwing tool is advantageously pre-mounted
with the implant and/or embodied as a screw-in post and
contains a head part provided outside of the implant for a
different tool or instrument, such as elbow or ratchet brace.
Moreover, the screwing tool can be embodied as a separate
instrument for an elbow or when designed as a pre-mounted
screw-in post with elbow connector. The head part of the
screwing tool advantageously possesses at least one gripping
surface for the appropriate tool or instrument, such as ratchet
or the like. Moreover, the head part can be embodied in a
preferred manner for a temporary structure, such as a crown,
or can be used as such.

Due to the inventive embodiment and arrangement of the
screwing tool combined with the implant and/or the at least
partial transferability of the torque via the self-locking coni-
cal connection between the screwing tool and the implant,
there is great certainty that the highly precise indexing ele-
ment of the latter will not be damaged when it is screwed in.
The indexing element can thus be embodied in a relatively
space-saving manner, i.e. with limited structural volume,
whereby it is useful that it is possible to prevent damage
resulting from overloading. This is of particular significance
given that the implant sizes and/or shapes are growing
increasingly smaller and more filigreed. Due to the use of the
conical clamping between the screwing tool and the implant,
the indexing element is reliably protected, it being possible to
match or divide the portion of torque to be transferred via the
conical or clamping surfaces with no problem. The precision
for the anti-rotation assurance of the attachment part to be
connected to the implant after insertion is provided with great
reliability since the indexing element for the implant is not
damaged during insertion. It is noted here that the rotational
forces acting via the attachment part and/or prosthetic are
significantly less than the torque to be introduced onto the
implant when it is inserted. Furthermore, it should be
expressly noted that the arrangement in the framework of the
invention includes implants with or without indexing ele-
ments and furthermore the screwing tool has corresponding
indexing elements or does not have them. Ifthe screwing tool
has indexing elements, the latter can preferably be embodied
and/or arranged such that the screwing tool can be used and/or
caused to engage with implants that have indexing elements
or contain no indexing elements.

Since inventively only a partial region of the conical inte-
rior surface of the implant is used for transferring torque,
undesired “seizing up” of the screwing tool or its conical
exterior surface relative to the implant is avoided in a particu-
larly useful manner and thus after the implant has been
inserted the necessary release and removal of the screwing
tool from the implant is assured with no problem. Moreover,
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it has proved particularly useful to pre-tension the screwing
tool with the implant at the plant with a pre-defined pre-
tension during production. If such a pre-defined limit for the
torque to be introduced is exceeded during insertion, the
screwing tool can be turned relative to the implant such that it
comes to be positioned against other elements explained in
the foregoing. In addition, the self-locking conical connec-
tion is preferably embodied such that the conical surface of
the implant is not damaged if the pre-defined limit for the
torque is exceeded and/or if the adapter rotates relative to the
implant. Thus in particular the friction coefficient and/or the
roughness of the conical surface of the pin of the screwing
tool are inventively embodied less by a pre-specified value
than the friction coefficient and/or the roughness of the coni-
cal surface and/or the interior surface of the implant. This
value is in particular 10% less, advantageously 25% less,
preferably 35% less. Furthermore, the value is in particular
maximum 90%, advantageously 70%, preferably 35%.

In accordance with the invention, the arrangement is an
implant system, including the implant, the screwing tool, and
the attachment part, the pin of the screwing tool and in par-
ticular its conical exterior surface being embodied in con-
formance with the pin of the attachment part. In this implant
system, the pin of the attachment part is preferably embodied
essentially the same as the pin of the screwing tool. Moreover,
the tension screw for connecting the screwing tool to the
implant is advantageously embodied conforming to the ten-
sion screw provided for connecting the attachment part to the
implant, in particular the complexity for production and/or
provision of the aforesaid tension screw being reduced. This
applies likewise for the threaded sleeve that is connected or is
to be connected to the free end of the tension screw. In the
inventive implant system, the implant and the screwing tool
are preferably connected to one another at the plant and/or
with defined and/or pre-defined pre-tension. Once the
implant has been inserted into a bone, the connection is
released and then the attachment part with the pin is inserted
into the receiving opening of the implant and finally the
self-locking conical connection between the attachment part
and the implant is produced by means of the tension screw.

The invention is described in greater detail in the following
using a preferred exemplary embodiment; however, this shall
not constitute a limitation.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 depicts a side elevation of the arrangement;

FIG. 2 depicts the arrangement in a cross-section along
section line II-II in FIG. 3;

FIG. 3 depicts a cross-section of the arrangement in the
section plane I1I-11I in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is an exploded depiction of the arrangement;

FIGS. 5, 6 depict a side elevation and perspective elevation
of the screwing tool;

FIGS. 7, 8 depict the implant in the section plane in accor-
dance with FIG. 2 and in a perspective elevation.

In accordance with FIGS. 1 through 3, the arrangement
includes the implant 2 and the screwing tool 4, the screwing
tool 4 engaging in a receiving opening 6 of the implant with a
pin 8. The screwing tool 4 is connected to the implant 2 by
means of a tension screw 10 that is arranged in a central
through-hole 12 of the screwing tool 4 essentially coaxially
with the longitudinal axis 14 of the implant 2. The receiving
opening 6 runs from a coronal end surface 16 of the implant
2 towards its apical end region 18 and is basically embodied
as a blind hole. The implant 2 furthermore includes a male
thread 20 that is preferably embodied self-cutting in the api-
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cal end region 18 and/or that has a conical thread core 22,
indicated by means of the broken line, that tapers toward the
apical end region 18. In the coronal end region 24 of the
implant 2, the receiving opening 6 includes a conical interior
surface 26 that opens toward the coronal end surface 16.
Moreover, the implant 2 includes adjacent the apical end
region a first indexing element 28 that engages in part in the
conical interior surface 26. Provided in the end region of the
receiving opening 6, which is in particular embodied as a
blind hole, is a female thread 30 in which the tension screw 10
engages or is screwed in using a male thread 32. The male
thread 32 is advantageously arranged on a threaded sleeve 34
that is securely connected to the interior end of the tension
screw 10, in particular by welding or gluing. As can be seen
from FIG. 3, the outer diameter of the threaded sleeve 34 is
provided larger than the diameter of the through-hole 12 so
that the screwing tool 4 is correspondingly small or embodied
with a correspondingly small outer diameter. Provided in the
through-hole 12 is a preferably conically embodied support
surface 36 against which the screwhead 38 for the tension
screw 10 is positioned. The screwing tool 4 is releasably
connected to the implant with a pre-defined pre-tension by
means of the tension screw 10.

The screwing tool 4 contains a head part 40, an intermedi-
ate part or expansion 42 apically adjacent or toward the
implant, and the aforementioned pin 8 adjacent thereto. The
screwing tool that partially engages in the recess opening 6 or
its pin 8 contains a conical exterior surface 44 that conforms
to and/or matches the conical interior surface 26 of the
implant. The takeout angles for the conical surfaces 26 and 44
are in particular pre-defined, taking into account their friction
coefficients and/or their surface quality and/or the roughness
and/or the size of the surface regions adjacent to one another,
such that the screwing tool 4 is fixed due to conical self-
locking relative to the implant 2, a defined pre-tensioning of
the screwing tool 4 to the implant 2 being provided by means
of the tension screw 10. The screwing tool 4 and/or its pin 8
contains another indexing element 48 that is embodied cor-
responding to the first indexing element 28 of the implant 2
and engages the latter, as can be seen in FIG. 3.

The screwing tool 4 or its pin 8 is preferably embodied such
that only in one partial region 50 is the conical exterior surface
44 positioned against the conical interior surface 26 of the
implant 2 under pre-tension and/or in a self-locking manner.
Advantageously the partial region 50 is arranged adjacent to
the coronal end surface 16, while apically there is no effective
support for the self-locking conical connection between the
conical interior surface 26 and the pin 8. To this end in
particular the takeout angle of the conical exterior surface 44
of the pin 8 can be pre-defined as larger or smaller than the
takeout angle of the conical interior surface 26 by a pre-
defined value. Furthermore, as indicated with the broken line
52 and greatly enlarged, the diameter of the pin 8 can be
reduced apically adjacent to the partial region 50. In the
framework of the invention, the partial region can alterna-
tively be arranged adjacent to the region of the apical end or,
if there are indexing elements there, can preferably be
arranged occlusally adjacent thereto at the pin of the screwing
tool. This is significant when, after the implant 2 has been
inserted and the attachment part has been connected, the part
of the conical interior surface 26 adjacent to the coronal end
surface 16 of the implant 2 is used and/or provided for a tight
seal with the pin of the attachment part. Thus damage to the
conical interior surface of the coronal end the implant is
prevented during the insertion.

The intermediate part 42 of the screwing tool 4 is prefer-
ably embodied as an expansion of the screwing tool 4 that is
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provided on the conical pin, a concave region 54 of the inter-
mediate part 42 being present essentially adjacent to the coni-
cal exterior surface 44 and adjacent thereto a convex region
56. The head part 40 has a reduced exterior diameter com-
pared to the expansion 42 and in particular its convex region
56, the expansion 42 preferably forming an annular collar
with a support surface 58. The head part 40 of the screwing
tool 4 contains gripping surfaces 60 for an instrument, such as
e.g. aratchet, the gripping surface 60 here being embodied for
instance as a hexagon. Because of the support surface 58, the
aforesaid instrument is securely guided and fixed and the
instrument is prevented from slipping and even injuring the
patient. Furthermore, in the framework of the invention the
head part 40 is embodied for the arrangement of a temporary
structure, for instance a crown, that after the implant has been
inserted is joined to the head part 40 in a suitable manner by
means of the screwing tool 4 and is then advantageously
arranged against and/or supported on the support surface 58
of the expansion 42. Moreover, it has proved particularly
useful to provide the preferably conical support surface 36 for
the screwhead 38 at least approximately, usefully completely,
in the expansion 42, so that the screwing tool is thick enough
and thus the pre-tension force applied via the screwhead 38 by
means of the tension screw 10 is introduced safely. In accor-
dance with the invention, the pre-tension force is defined at
the plant and the screwing tool 4 is releasably connected to the
implant 2 by means of the tension screw 10.

The head part 40 of the screwing tool 4 in accordance with
the invention is embodied as a bolt, the exterior surface of
which has the at least one gripping surface for the additional
tool or instrument. The head part and/or the bolt 40 exhibits a
non-round exterior surface and/or a cross-section that prefer-
ably remains essentially the same across its entire length. The
bolt 40 is embodied in particular as a polygon having the at
least one gripping surface 60. The head part or the bolt pref-
erably has n+1 gripping surfaces 60, n being a whole number,
and/or the gripping surfaces 60 are arranged distributed uni-
formly around the circumference. The embodiment of the
bolt 4 with a polygonal cross-section having at least three
exterior surfaces is advantageous for using the additional tool
or instrument, a square or, as depicted, hexagon, having
proved particularly useful.

FIG. 4 is an exploded depiction of the arrangement with the
implant 2, screwing tool 4, and tension screw 10 to which,
after insertion into the screwing tool 4, the threaded sleeve 34,
which has a male thread 32, is securely joined. The additional
indexing element 48 provided adjacent to the conical exterior
surface 44 of the screwing tool 4 contains axial grooves 62. As
can be seen in conjunction with FIG. 3, radial projections or
tappets 64 of the first indexing element 28 of the implant 2
engage in these axial grooves 62 of the screwing tool 4 or its
pin 8. The indexing elements 28 and 48 are embodied like
axial teeth that conform to and mesh with one another.

FIGS. 5 and 6 are enlarged depictions of the screwing tool
4, which contains the head part 40 having the gripping sur-
faces 60, the expansion 42, furthermore the pin 8 having the
conical exterior surface 44, and finally the additional index-
ing element 48 having grooves 62 that run radially. Thus
present in the circumferential direction between the grooves
62 are bars 66 that engage in corresponding grooves of the
first indexing element of the implant after the pin 8 has been
inserted.

FIGS. 7 and 8 depict an axial cross-section and perspective
elevation, respectively, of the implant 2 having the receiving
opening 6. In its coronal end region 24 the receiving opening
contains the conical interior surface 26 and furthermore api-
cally the first indexing element 28 having the tappets 64
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oriented inward radially. The aforementioned grooves 68 are
disposed circumferentially between the tappets 64.

The invention claimed is:

1. An arrangement for insertion of an implant, the arrange-
ment comprising an implant and a screwing tool, the implant
having a male thread to facilitate fastening into a bone by the
screwing tool, the implant having a receiving opening with at
least a partially conical interior surface, whereby a pin of an
attachment part can be connected to the implant after inser-
tion of the implant by placement into the receiving opening of
the implant,

the screwing tool having a pin that has a conical exterior

surface and engages in the receiving opening of the
implant, the screwing tool being provided with a radi-
ally-expanded intermediate part positioned between the
pin and a handle comprising a head part of the screwing
tool, the radially-expanded intermediate part, when
viewed in cross-section, increasing in diameter from the
pin toward the handle and including a flat support sur-
face forming a one-piece construction with the interme-
diate part of the screwing tool and lying perpendicular to
along axis of the screwing tool, the screwing tool further
having a through hole and a tension screw positioned in
the screw hole, the tension screw being connectable to
the implant, the tension screw having a screw head in
contact with an interior support surface provided in the
through hole, the interior support surface being located
between the pin and the flat support surface, and when
viewed in cross-section, increasing in diameter in a
direction extending away from the receiving opening of
the implant so that a terminal portion of the interior
support surface is substantially coplanar with the flat
support surface,

the conical exterior surface of the screwing tool being

complementary to the conical interior surface of the
implant and being maintained in pre-tension at least
partially against the conical interior surface of the
implant such that at least a pre-defined portion of the
torque required for screwing in the implant can be trans-
ferred via a self-locking conical connection of the screw-
ing tool and the implant.

2. The arrangement of claim 1, wherein the tension screw is
releasably connectable with the implant by way of a male
thread provided on the tension screw that screws into a female
thread in the receiving opening of the implant, the male thread
of'the tension screw being provided on a threaded sleeve that
is securely connected to the tension screw.

3. The arrangement according to claim 2, wherein the
interior support surface of the though-hole of the screwing
tool is conically-shaped, the conically-shaped interior sup-
port surface receiving the screw head of the tension screw, the
screw head having a size and shape that is complimentary to
the conically-shaped interior support surface of the through
hole.

4. The arrangement of claim 1, wherein a pre-defined
region of the conical exterior surface of the pin is positioned
against the conical interior surface of the implant and the
region is located in the vicinity of a coronal end surface of the
implant.

5. The arrangement of claim 1, wherein torque is at least
partially transferred via the self-locking conical connection
of'the conical interior surface and the conical exterior surface
and torque is partially transferred via one or more of indexing
elements and corresponding surfaces of the screwing tool and
implant.

6. The arrangement of claim 1, wherein a limit for torque is
predefined, which limit, if exceeded, is transferred in combi-
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nation with a first indexing element of the implant, a second
indexing element of the screwing tool, and the pin of the
screwing tool.

7. The arrangement of claim 1, wherein the head part has at
least one gripping surface for another instrument.

8. The arrangement of claim 7, wherein the head part
exhibits one or more of: a cross-section that remains essen-
tially the same across its entire length; is a polygon having a
polygonal cross-section; and at least two gripping surfaces
distributed uniformly around the circumference of the head
art.

9. The arrangement of claim 7, wherein one or more por-
tions of the intermediate part has a larger exterior diameter
than the head part.

10. The arrangement of claim 1, wherein the implant has at
least a first indexing element for engaging with one or more
of: a second corresponding indexing element of an attach-
ment part for determining a defined rotational angle position;
a third corresponding indexing element provided on the
screwing tool.

11. The arrangement of claim 1 wherein the handle of the
screwing tool projects away from the implant when the screw-
ing tool is engaged in the implant, the handle and implant
being configured to lie on a common axis.

12. The arrangement of claim 1 wherein the screwing tool
and the implant are connected in an arrangement in which the
conical exterior surface of the pin of the screwing tool is
engaged with the conical interior surface of the implant at an
initial predetermined tension having a threshold value, and
whereby, if the threshold value is exceeded, the screwing tool
is twistable relative to the implant through an initial torque
and the conical interior surface of the implant is not damaged
if the threshold value for torque is exceeded and/or if the
screwing tool rotates relative to the implant.

13. The arrangement of claim 12 wherein the conical exte-
rior surface of the pin of the screwing tool is provided with a
predetermined roughness value that is at least 10% less than a
predetermined roughness value of the conical interior surface
of'the implant.

14. The arrangement of claim 12 wherein the conical exte-
rior surface of the pin of the screwing tool is provided with a
predetermined roughness value that is at least 25% less than a
predetermined roughness value of the conical interior surface
of'the implant.

15. The arrangement of claim 12 wherein the conical exte-
rior surface of the pin of the screwing tool is provided with a
predetermined roughness value that is at least 35% less than a
predetermined roughness value of the conical interior surface
of'the implant.

16. The arrangement of claim 1 wherein the implant further
comprises a coronal end surface provided on a coronal end of
the implant, the coronal end surface being dimensioned
evenly across the implant.

17. The arrangement of claim 1, wherein the implant is a
dental implant.

18. The arrangement of claim 1, wherein the intermediate
part of the screwing tool includes a concave region that is
adjacent to a conical exterior surface of the screwing tool and
adjacent to a convex region, the convex region having the flat
support surface on a top thereof.

19. The arrangement according to claim 1, wherein the
interior support surface of the though-hole of the screwing
tool is conically-shaped, the conically-shaped interior sup-
port surface receiving the screw head of the tension screw, the
screw head having a size and shape that is complimentary to
the conically-shaped interior support surface of the through
hole.



